
Gail Wiebe

(1951-1991)

Gail Elaine Pugh was born May 21, 1951 at Carberry Hospital to Roger and Joyce (Gibson) Pugh of Treherne Manitoba.

Gail had precarious health and after numerous trips to Winnipeg, she was diagnosed with Spherocytosis or Hemolytic Anemia. As the spleen was unable to filter irregular shaped red blood cells, surgery had to be preformed to remove it. Shortly after she grew into a healthy child.

When she was five and her brother Greg was three, we moved to Fort William, Ontario (now Thunder Bay).

After she graduated from grade 13, she attended Confederation College and was affiliated with Port Arthur General Hospital to receive her diploma as a Registered X-ray Technician.

During her time on staff there, she married Bob Anderson.  After their divorce, she moved to Winnipeg to work at the Health Sciences Centre.  After a few months she and Jack Wiebe moved to Churchill Health Centre where they were in charge of the X-ray department.

Next move was to Calgary where they were married and where Gail worked at Foothills Hospital.

Due mainly to Jack’s transfers she worked in Surrey, Vancouver - where she obtained her diploma as a sonographer, then it was to Victoria, back to Winnipeg, then to North York Hospital (Ontario).  From there she and a friend opened up the Ultra Sound department in the New Markham-Stouffville Hospital.  Her career ended there.

During the second sojourn in Winnipeg, they became the proud parents of twin boys, Matthew and Jeffrey, who were born on June 16, 1983.  Gail was able to be a career girl and a mother due to the fact that Jack’s parents were with them.

Gail had many hobbies and pastimes and was especially fond of photography and canoeing.  Later she received her navigation license for small water crafts and spent many weekends on their boat on Lake Simcoe.

Gail’s health began to deteriorate shortly after their move to Toronto. This time she was diagnosed with another blood disease - Hemochromatosis.  This is caused by the body unable to rid itself of iron and so it builds up in the liver.  During this time she also began to have heart and lung problems.  Although very tired, she participated and enjoyed her 40th birthday party, a trip home for a long weekend for a 19th reunion with her classmates and a friend’s graduation in Social Work.

Then it was a trip via motor home to Kananaskis, Alberta, for a Wiebe family reunion.  Heading east they spent a few days at the Gibson family reunion at Dunrea, then traveled back slowly.

Back home her health deteriorated very rapidly - was admitted to hospital overnight, and went into cardiac arrest the next day, July 17 1991.

There was a memorial service at Sharon-Hope United Church, where many friends and relatives joined us.

We also had a memorial service here in Thunder Bay at the church where she went to Sunday school and youth groups.

Her ashes lie at Sunset Memorial Gardens, beside her beloved father.

Rather than from a mother’s point of view, I would like to quote from a letter I received from a Winnipeg doctor who also attended her service here.

“Gail was special to us all.  I first met her when she trained in Vancouver.  Ultra Sound in Canada is like a family because of people like Gail.  Having her work with us in Winnipeg was a special treat.  She cared for people - she worked hard and was incredibly good.  Thanks for sharing your daughter with us.”

Jack has remarried since.  He and Judy have made a good home for Matthew and Jeffrey who are now in high school in Calgary.  These boys are her legacy.

Gail’s life was short but she managed to enjoy it to its fullest.
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